HELPING KIDS | HEALING FAMILIES | SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

Letter from the Board
President, Tim Horlacher
Letter from the Executive
Director, Audrea Marshall
Development, Julie Morin
A Community of Donations
Foster Care, Wes Patterson
Junior Livestock Show,
Elizabeth Deniston

photo by Elizabeth Deniston

SUMMER 2019

Letter from the Board President

welcome changes

A

s we welcome summer and bid a fond farewell to spring, we
marvel at the new life popping up all around us. Spring and
summer at the Ranch are exciting times; we have welcomed
baby animals, begun new construction activities, appointed a new Executive Director, opened a new Morning Star
Community Services (MSCS) office in the Spokane Valley, and continue
to provide new opportunities for young boys to receive loving and responsible care within our various programs.
Construction has begun on a metal building near the barn which will
house and store much of the equipment and tools necessary to maintain
our property. Once this building is erected, we anticipate beginning the
next phase of construction that will renovate existing areas on campus
to add additional residential space. The Board of Directors has greatly
appreciated the support of Harvey Morrison, friend of the Ranch; Cory
Yost, President of Yost Gallagher Construction; and Michael O’Malley,
AIA, CSI, Principal of NAC Architecture, as well as the many community
stakeholders for a successful kick-off to these improvements.
The Morning Star Boys’ Ranch (MSBR) Board of Directors announced
their decision to hire the new Executive Director for MSBR and MSCS
in January. Audrea’s experience is rooted in leadership roles, including
that of Executive Director in a residential facility with a similar mission
in northern California. Audrea brings a strong leadership presence to the
agency and her return to the Pacific Northwest is supported by the staff,
community, family, and Board of Directors.
Morning Star Community Services has opened an office in Spokane
Valley, allowing for an even bigger opportunity to provide counseling services to for those in need. We are excited to have Pat Lipp, M.S. join our
practice. Pat joins Debra Blaszak, L.M.H.C. in caring for the community.
Morning Star Boys’ Ranch provides love, professional care, guidance,
and hope to children, youth, and families, and nurtures their social,
moral, educational, and emotional growth through the support of our
community. Your care and continued interest in serving this vulnerable
population is valued beyond measure. As we continue to facilitate new
beginnings with the children we serve, the Board of Directors invites you
to join us August 9th in a celebration of “A New Beginning”
at the Davenport Grand. If you have not received a save
the date for this event, please contact the Ranch at:
509-448-1202 ext. 217 or via email at msbr@msbranch.org.
—Tim Horlacher,
MSBR Board President
thorlacher@msbranch.org
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Board of
Directors
Tim Horlacher, President
Scott Cramer, Vice President
Dr. Kevin Heid
Paul McPherson
Keith McNally, Treasurer
Anita J. Walsh, Secretary
Shawn Wash
Our efforts are made possible through your
generous financial support. With your help,
we can continue to provide healing to children
in our community. MSBR is a recognized
as a public charity under Internal Revenue
Code section 501(c)(3) status. Donations to
Morning Star Boys’ Ranch are deductible.
Donors should consult their tax advisor for
questions regarding deductibility. The MSBR
EIN is 91-0664709. A copy of the MSBR
determination letter is available upon request.

Letter from the Executive Director

Leadership
Team
at Morning Star
Boys’ Ranch

Audrea Marshall, M.S.O.L
Executive Director
Zach Zorrozua,
LICSW, CDP-T
Chief Operations Officer
Kim Morin
Director Quality Assurance
& Public Relations
Kurt Ramsrud, M.Ed.
Residential Services Director
Julie Morin
Director of Development
Sherri Farber
Human Resources Manager

Please contact us if you
see anything amiss.

vision of growth

S

pring brings rain and a vision of growth and new beginnings. Morning Star is dedicated to the mission of
answering God’s call to love and serve those in need,
building responsible adults by believing in youth, and
providing programs to strengthen families and the community. This mission requires that we commit to the belief that
change can happen, and that we give our best to those who need
support. This year, we are working to update our interventions
strategies, achieve national accreditation, assess the needs of our
community to provide beneficial programming, advance our 4H
and agricultural programs, and update our physical site where 23
boys live and are nurtured.
We understand that when a new youth arrives, this is just another stop on his journey. He has been in home after home already. What makes Morning Star different? Why should he choose
to trust that this is a safe place? Why does it matter? These and
other questions go through the boys’ heads not only on the first
day, but every day. Our kids are important and deserve to have a
safe and secure home where they can work through their feelings
and learn how to be accepted, part of a community. The pioneer
of residential work, Nicholas Hobbs, said that “Communities are
important for children and youth, but the uses and benefits of
community must be experienced to be learned” (Hobbs 1982).
One way we show the boys how much they’re worth is by
bringing them in our community and teaching them that they
are important enough to be cared for. We nurture through clothing, feeding, and supporting the residents with trusting relationships with adults and safety at the Ranch, allowing them to feel
at home here. The facilities at the Ranch need to be updated so
that our boys can experience being in a homelike environment
while practicing their new skills in our Morning Star community.
You cannot fix broken kids with broken things. The same care
and commitment to ensure that your own kids have a safe and
comfortable bedroom is done for each of the 23 kids
here. When boys come to the Ranch, they have an
opportunity for a new beginning, not just on the
first day, but every day.
—Audrea Marshall,
Executive Director
amarshall@msbranch.org

For after business hours and to reach a
supervisor at MSBR:

509-598-9047

For all other urgent business and
concerns please call after business hours:

509-999-2695
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morning star boys’ ranch Donations

A Community of Donations
Braune Foundation
The Braune
Foundation's
support for
Morning Star
Boys’ Ranch
provides extra
funding to
cover a specially
directed MSBR
summer school,
as well as all the
fun summer activities
every child should
have. With a certified teacher
to organize, inspire, and continue
the pattern of learning for residents,
the Braune Foundation provides
valuable resources for the boys at the
Ranch that will develop with them for
years - a priceless gift.  The grant
money also funds summer fun and
essentials, too:  lifejackets, fishing
gear, baseballs, bikes, helmets,
scooters, even partial equipment for
equine and fees for 4-H Club, and so
much more. Morning Star Boys’ Ranch
staff and the Board of Directors are so
thankful for the Braune Foundation's
continued support of the children that
we serve.
Spokane County
Fire District 8
Firefighters
Local 3711,
Station 8
Morning
Star Boys'
Ranch was
one of
the grateful
recipients of the
stuffed animal drive in memory of
Andrew Vathis. All of our programs
will benefit from this generous gift;
the children in the Murphy House
Residential Program, Morning Star
licensed foster homes, Morning Star
In-Home Wrap Around Care Program,
and Morning Star Case Aide Program
will all have something soft and cozy
to snuggle.

A special thank-you to Spokane
County Fire District 8 Firefighters
Local 3711, Station 81 for bringing
the stuffed animals by for the
children, for sharing the memory
and legacy of Andrew, for being
amazing community partners, and for
your repeated support for the most
vulnerable children in our community.

Sun City Church
Sun City Church arrived at Morning
Star Boys' Ranch with bags of
kickballs, dodgeballs, and basketballs
for the kiddos in the residential
program. MSBR is so very thankful
to our community partners who
not only see these residents’
needs, but dive in and learn
about how the child's journey
to Morning Star Boys' Ranch will
change their lives with emotional,
social, educational benchmarks and
a goal of a forever home.

Spokane Rotary Club 21
Thank you, Spokane Rotary
Club 21 for the Mobius Science
Center Bounce passes for our
community foster children. Community
partners are an essential ingredient for
supporting children as they learn to trust
adults and heal from abuse and neglect.
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Spokane Angels
MSBR Murphy House children were
selected by Spokane
Angels to receive
Easter Baskets
as part of the
Love Box
program for
the month
of April.
The Love
Boxes
were part
of the Easter
Celebration at
the Ranch and
the children were
thrilled with all the
needed items.
Leadership Spokane
A wonderful crew of volunteers from
Leadership Spokane
donated their time
and effort to
create a brandnew bike
track for the
boys in the
residential
program.
We are so
grateful for
their generosity
and hard
work. With nine
volunteers and over 50
hours of donated time and materials,
the children at the Ranch have already
made much use of the bike track.
Press Start to Play
Press Start to Play in Coeur d'
Alene donated twenty boxes of
Magic Promo cards to Morning Star’s
programs. With over 90 children
enrolled in either MSBR Foster Care,
the MSBR Residential Program, MSBR
Case Aide Program, and/or MSBR
In-Home Wrap Around Care, there
are many children who need our
community support.

morning star boys’ ranch Launches Capital Campaign

Morning Star Foundation
4-H and agriculture are exceptional
ways for our clients to learn to trust,
heal, and grow emotionally while they
are living at Morning Star Boys' Ranch.
Residents and clients enrolled in the
In-Home Wrap Around Program can all
participate in the 4-H Club. We could
not provide the extra 4-H program
without the generosity of the Morning
Star Foundation. The Morning Star
Foundation has selected to support a
portion of MSBR enhanced 4-H Club
for the summer 2019.

Phase One

ways to

give

Please consider choosing
Morning Star Boys’ Ranch as
your charity of choice.

— Or Donate at —
MorningStarBoysRanch.org

For the past 63 years, Morning Star Boys’ Ranch has been a temporary home to hundreds of boys with some of the most severe behavioral needs
in the State of Washington. Our facilities have been well maintained and cared
for over these years, but now it is time for a change.
As we grow and serve boys with more acute behavioral issues, we need to
look at how we can provide an even safer and more secure environment. We are
beginning this process by improving and expanding the facility.
Phase one of the project includes expanding the facility thanks to a grant
from the Department of Commerce and partial matching dollars from Morning Star Foundation. This first phase will provide an additional 8 beds by the
end of the year, allowing us to care for the most vulnerable boys in foster care
from ages 6-12.
With growing needs in the Spokane region and around the state of Washington, we have identified areas in which we can improve our facility to better
accommodate both youth and staff to care for them. Through our 2019 capital
campaign to update and enhance our facility, we have identified these areas of
need:
• Improve Safety and Security
• Improve Living Quarters for the Boys on the Ranch
• Improve Building Access
• Provide Space for Prevention Classes/Counseling
• Replacing Community Restrooms with Individual Bathrooms
Thank you for your generous support for these children.
We could not to the hard work of supporting and uplifting
our kiddos without your help.
—Julie Morin,
Director of Development
jmorin@msbranch.org
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morning star boys’ ranch 4-H Club

the Junior
Livestock Show

The Junior Livestock Show in Spokane, Washington is one of the Pacific Northwest’s biggest livestock sales. Kids, parents, businesses, and communities come out to compete, sell, buy, and
support local agriculture programs. Among the hundreds of competitors,
Morning Star Boys’ Ranch had six boys show off their home-grown animals. MSBR entered three pigs and six of their own bred and raised Boer
goats, each of them shown by a boy at the Ranch who has worked with
that animal over countless hours and many months. The 4-H program
at MSBR teaches these kids not only where their food comes from and
how to properly raise animals, but it also teaches them life skills such as
commitment, hard work, compassion, and sportsmanship. We are very
proud of our Morning Star Boys Ranch 4-H club and all the hard work
they put into this show. We are happy to say that all of our boys got blue
ribbons, purple ribbons, and one boy even made it all the way to the
grand finale in breeding guilt hogs. We are also very thankful to all members of the community who came out to support our team, including Les
Schwab Tires and Country Store who bought and donated back some
of our animals to continue the breeding program of our Boer goats. We
look forward to competing in the Spokane Fair and Livestock Show in
September, and hope to continue this fun and successful program.
—Elizabeth Deniston,
4-H Assistant
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has expanded to a new location

To schedule an appointment call

(509) 927-1194

1005 N. Pines rd Suite 250
Spokane Valley

morning star boys’ ranch Foster Care

Foster Parents, Spectrums,
and Rainbows
The month of May brought less snow, more
spring, and National Foster Care Month. I’m sure you’re just as
excited as we are about all of these, but the latter has impacted us at Morning Star the most. It was a tremendous joy seeing
all the ways our community loves on and supports the families
who so bravely, generously, and vulnerably share themselves to
give children in foster care warm, safe places to call home. This
brought new friends from Sun City Church and their gift of new
basketballs, kickballs, and foam dodgeballs for the boys at the
Ranch with the echo of bouncing rubber balls for weeks following as each boy glowed and showed off the ball that they received.
There were many stories shared in meetings and over coffee about
restaurants offering free kids meals for foster families, the Valley YMCA letting foster families take their kiddos swimming for
free, hearing about neighbors partnering with Spokane Angels to
sponsor foster families and give a box full of supplies to the family
each month, and so many more heartwarming stories. Though
the need for foster parents is an on-going and tremendous need,
it was such an encouraging month highlighting Foster Care on
a national and local level. If you participated in any way, thank
you!!
The two times of the year that we see the greatest transition of
residents are during the summer months and during the winter
holidays. This means that as the summer heats up, so does our
need for foster homes. At this time, we desperately need foster

parents who can provide a home to boys on the Autism Spectrum or that identify as LGBTQ+. Research on both of these
populations tends to be fairly recent (typically beginning in the
past couple of decades), but it is clear that they are significantly
overrepresented in the foster care system. This is reflected in the
population of the boys living at Morning Star and in our foster
homes. Children with Autism are around 2.4 times more likely
to be placed in foster care at some point in their life, with around
10% (or more) of the foster care population being on the Autism Spectrum at any given time. Foster youth who identify as
LGBTQ+ make up somewhere between 19-30% of the foster
population versus just 7-11% of the general youth population
and are likely to experience more than twice as many placements
as non-LGBTQ+ foster youth. Our greatest on-going need will
always be for highly skilled foster parents; currently, however, we
desperately need foster parents who have a place in their hearts
for children living with these realities and are
equipped to provide a safe, stable, and supportive space for them. If this is you, I
would love to hear from you and support
this calling for fostering!
—Wes Patterson,
Foster Care Program Coordinator
wpatterson@msbranch.org

Sadly, across our community there are hundreds of children who are
abused, neglected, and abandoned through no fault of their own.
It doesn’t have to be this way -- Morning Star Foster Care Services
trains, licenses and supports compassionate individuals and families
who are willing to make a difference in the lives of these children by
becoming a foster parent.

Contact us today to learn how you can
make a difference. (509) 710-1957
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4511 South Glenrose Road
Spokane, Washington 99223
(509) 448-1202
MorningStarBoysRanch.org

–presents–

august 9, 2019

5:30p.m. doors | 6:30p.m. dinner seating begins
7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. music
the davenport grand | 333 w. spokane falls blvd
Morning Star Boys’ Ranch presents A New Beginning,

a fundraising dinner to raise funds for the many children in Morning
Star’s Residential, Foster Care, Case Aide, and In-Home Wrap
Around Care Programs.
In 2018, Morning Star provided services to 90 foster children
from Washington State in need of support services. With four children unified, two children adopted, six placed in foster homes, and
nine placed in the MSBR In-Home Wrap Around Program (MSBR
licensed foster care homes), we could not provide the care and services without donors like you.
A New Beginning benefits all programs at Morning Star. From
enhancing our equine program to providing children with individualized music lessons, from art projects to science experiments,

from summer school activities to learning new sports, we honor the
children’s desire to add to their emotional healing while exploring
healthy outlets.
Because Morning Star’s enrichment programs are not covered by
state funding, we are grateful for every private donor who makes
these kids’ creative dreams come true. Whether one dollar or one
hundred is given, we make sure it is put to good use in fueling healing through fun.
The Davenport Grand Hotel will set the stage for an exquisite
night, including outstanding wine by El Corazon paired with dinner. Enjoy live music, wine, dinner, dessert, and a raffle on this
magical evening to raise funds for some of our community’s most
vulnerable children.

Tickets Available - morningstarboysranch.org | jmorin@msbranch.org | (509)448-1202 ext. 217

