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Stories are powerful. We tell them to 
children to teach them lessons; we listen to them 
closely for entertainment. They are all around us, 
recalling our histories, pointing us to ever-expanding 
horizons, opening new worlds to our wondering eyes. 
Every culture tells stories to keep memories alive; 
through our words, ancestors live among us, heroes 
rise again, and what is old is never forgotten. 

Some people’s stories are called legacies – 
inheritances set aside for future generations; priceless 
heirlooms that become more valuable as time goes by; 
talent that is shared so other may learn and prosper. 
Those who leave behind such legacies are few and 
far between. That is why we at Morning Star Boys’ 
Ranch celebrate James and Margaret Gump, generous 
supporters of the Ranch who have left behind a gift of 
treasure that will benefit vulnerable youth in the years 
to come.

Though many of the Ranch’s partners have 
volunteered for and worked with Morning Star 
for many years, James and Margaret Gump were 
particular in their generosity: though they served 
a few times in the kitchen, providing meals and 
cleaning up for youth at the Ranch, they were not 
heavily involved with Morning Star. Instead, they 
quietly ministered in their church and community, 
living their lives unselfishly and willing to help 
everyone. 

Before they passed away, they asked an honorable 
member of their church to be their estate’s executor. 
Their wish, was for the remainder of their estate to be 
donated to Morning Star Boys’ Ranch. Their legacy 
has been used to erect a new barn, pave a new 
parking lot, and allows for renovations for 
eight new foster beds. Gifts can be given in 
time, talent or treasure which for a foster 
child, is a gift that will always have an 
immeasurable difference in their journey 
towards healing.  

— Mackenzie Draper
Mdraper@morningstarboysranch.org
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