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Letter from the Executive Director
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As he grabs my hand, I can tell he’s around 8. 
His hand is bigger than when he was 6. No 
doubt he would be the first one to tell you 
proudly, “I’m 8 and a half!” He has learned 
to use his words when he is hurt, trust 

adults around him to talk with him through his emotions 
and keep him safe. He has come a long way from the 
little boy who threw things, growled, and often hit others. 
His smile and laugh are infectious and the curls on his 
head bounce as he walks. As he grabs my hand and we 
walk out to the front lawn to play, he looks up at me and 
asks, “Do I have a family yet?” My heart sinks! I think to 
myself, ask me anything but that! I smile back and say, 
“I am not sure, but I know you have worked hard, and 
we are proud of you for being ready when we do hear.”  
My heart can’t bear to tell him there are just not enough 
foster or adoption homes for him right now. He has 
worked hard to have hope and I can’t take that away. He 
has prayed for it, I have prayed for it, we all have. I know 
none of us wanted him to experience the things he has in 
his short 8 years. He deserves so much more. He needs a 
family for him to love and to love him. He needs to know 
no matter what has happened to him, people care, and he 
is special. 

While these boys stay with us at the ranch on their 
journey to heal, our mission is to demonstrate dignity, 
respect, and love as we care for them and teach them 
how to trust adults and love themselves. It may not be 
our doing that brought these boys here, but it is our 
responsibility to love them and help them to grow up. He 
needs somewhere to call home… someone to call family. 
Can you be that family, that home, that hope?

If you have ever thought about being a foster home, 
please call us with your questions. Morning Star does its 
own foster licensing and supports the 
foster parents with trainings, 24/7 
crisis support, financial support, 
case management, staff support, 
and respite support. 

MSBR Executive Director
— Audrea Marshall | M.O.L.

amarshall@msbranch.org

Letter from MSBR Board President

This has been a whirlwind of a year for the 
Ranch! We have certainly continued to 
be busy adapting to the changing world 
around us while maintaining a focus and 
emphasis on serving and fulfilling our 

mission. Our staff and volunteers put together a 
wonderful Caring for Kids event and it was such 
a pleasure getting to see those in attendance and 
experiencing the warm and positive feedback from 
our community, whether in person, via email, mail 
and the phone calls of support. Thank you!

This year our Board has experienced some 
transition as well, welcoming Mary Richter, Rachel 
Tibbits, Clay Nelson and Ellen Dal Pra to the 
Board of Directors – each bring unique skills and 
experiences, and most importantly a strong desire 
to support our mission. We are blessed to have such 
talented, caring and devoted Board members and are 
excited for what’s coming next!

We are also extending our best wishes to Board 
members who are moving on to new chapters – 
Anita Walsh, Kevin Heid, and Shawn Wash have 
all fulfilled their commitment to the Board and are 
transitioning to friends and community partners 
of the Ranch. Words cannot express the sincere 
appreciation for the dedication and commitment 
of each of these individuals. Anita Walsh, as past 
Board Chair coming back to serve an additional term 
and commitment to assist in recruitment of Board 
members and development of strategic initiatives. 
Shawn’s unique background that has served our 
mission so well, contributing to the evolution of our 
process and systems has been invaluable throughout 
his commitment. Dr. Kevin Heid, what can I say – 
for those that witnessed his keynote at the Caring for 
Kids event you know the love and dedication Kevin 
has for our mission, the Ranch and 
our clients. Thank you to each 
of you for your service to the 
Ranch – you will be missed!

MSBR Board of 
Directors | President

 — Tim Horlacher
thorlacher@msbranch.org
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thank you
Home

INGREDIENTS:
• Two fish fillet patties or fish sticks 

(breaded)
• Two 6-inch tortillas
• 1/2 C. White and red cabbage
• 1/4 C. Shredded carrots
• 2 Tbsp. Shredded cheddar cheese
• 1 Tsp. Taco seasoning
• 1/4 C. Sriracha
• 1/4 C. Mayo
• 1/2 Tsp. Chili powder

 
DIRECTIONS:
• Season fish with taco seasoning and 

bake according to directions
• Mix Sriracha and Mayo together and 

add 1/2 tsp. chili powder to every 
1/2 cup  Mayo for sauce

• Warm Tortillas and add Cheese to 
them

• Remove from heat, add Fish, and 
top with Cabbage/Carrot mixture

• Drizzle sauce over top
• Optional: top with Tomatoes, diced 

Avocados, Cilantro if desired.

boys approved!

Crispy 
Fish Tacos

Serving Size: 2

Mission
Morning Star Boys’ Ranch & Morning Star 

Community Services, answering God’s call to love 
and serve those in need, are dedicated to building 

responsible adults by believing in youth, 
and providing programs to strengthen families 

and the community. 

Vision
Through its programs and services, Morning Star 

provides love, professional care, guidance and hope 
to children, youth and families, and nurtures their 
social, moral, educational and emotional growth. 

Values
The governing board, staff and volunteers of 

Morning Star embrace the values of integrity, respect 
and dignity, and are committed to integrating these 

values throughout the organization and the programs 
and services in which it operates.

Please consider choosing Morning Star 
Boys’ Ranch as your charity of choice.

— Or Donate at —
MorningStarBoysRanch.org

Morning Star is a part of



I have had the privilege, honor, and heartbreak of being a foster parent 
since 2006. I was licensed with DCYF (Department of Children, 
Youth and Families) until 2021 before transferring my license to 
Morning Star Boys Ranch under their Child Placing Agency. I have 
been blessed to foster 34 children during this time, with two of these 

boys becoming my forever sons through adoption. Over the past few 
years, my focus has turned to one very special long term foster youth, and 
my adopted boys. 

Over the past few years, my foster youth’s needs and behaviors increased 
and intensified. The Tribal Indian Child Welfare unit moved my foster 
youth to a therapeutic school in another state. My foster youth was 
then returned to my care after the placement did not succeed. When he 
returned, I was in need of more supports and supervision for my foster 
son, and this is when Morning Star Boys Ranch came into our lives. 

A series of unfortunate situations led me to researching the process to 
become a therapeutic foster home to work with behavioral rehabilitation 
services and foster youth transitioning from a BRS placement. During 
my research of Region 1, a service area on the Eastern part of Washington 
State from Canada to Oregon and Leavenworth to Idaho, I found 
MSBR. At that time I reached out to Morning Star to begin the process 
of transferring my license from DCYF to Morning Star’s Child Placing 
Agency (CPA) license. I chose Morning Star Boys Ranch as they were 
open to work with me as a single parent. They were efficient in returning 
my phone calls and thorough in answering my questions. 

The Morning Star team has been able to provide the added supports 
that my son and my family need to have him successfully continue in our 
lives. I appreciate the collaborative team approach to raising my foster 
son. Morning Star Boys Ranch supports me in interacting with the school 
and the Indian Child Welfare unit to make sure that we are all focused 
on the betterment of my foster son. The case managers we have worked 
with have been positive and proactive in obtaining services for my son and 
supporting our family during his visits. I am thankful to have Morning 
Star in our lives. They have provided necessary supports to help my son 
begin to make improvements and continue to be a member of our family. 

 
Foster Parent
— Michelle Knokey
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foster care

c4k 2021 event thank you

THANK YOU to our supporters and 
community for making our annual Caring for 
Kids event a success! Your support toward our 
mission to love and serve families and youth in 
need is a blessing.

 2021 was the year of celebrating 65 years 
for Morning Star! We celebrated Father 
Joe who deservingly received the Lifetime 
Commitment award and Terri Caffero 
who received the Bright Light Award for 
exemplifying what loving and serving others 
means.

 Thank you to each one of you, for being the 
light for so many families and youth.

For when we are found in the darkness, may 
someone offer their light to us, and when are 
in the light, may we share our light to others.

4 WINTER 2021

—EVENT SPONSORS—
—TABLE SPONSORS—

—MISSION SUPPORTERS—



Sixty-five years. That number might be how many years 
a couple was married, how long someone lived, or 
even the speed limit on a highway. 
What it does not often represent, is 
how many years someone has been 

devoted to an organization. Then again, not 
many people are like Fr. Joe Weitensteiner.

“Fr. Joe” to those who know and love him, 
began his service to Morning Star when he 
was not much older than some of the children 
who receive care there, now. In 1956, Bishop 
Topel, a brand new bishop in Spokane 
honored Antonia “Anna” Hackett’s bequest of 
land on which to build a home for boys. 

“He sent out letters to all of the pastors 
in our diocese, asking for the names of two 
people who would be interested in this kind of program to help, 
in a boy’s ranch,” says Fr. Joe, remembering how it all began. “My 
pastor submitted my name, and the name of Thorton Murphy, a 
business leader and wonderful citizen here in Spokane. So then, I 
was put on that list by Fr. Coeman, because I was a Scout leader, 
and I was just 18 years old.” The committee looked beyond his 
young age and saw he had something to him that would be an 
asset to their mission, and they selected him to become the first 
counselor at Morning Star Boys Ranch.

When he began studying for the priesthood in 1959, at the 
age of 27, his passion for the Ranch did not end. In fact, upon 
his ordination into the priesthood in 1966, Fr. Joe became the 
assistant director of Morning Star Boys Ranch, and in August 
12,1966 he became Director of Morning Star. 

Fast forward to today, and almost anyone you talk to about the 
work of Morning Star lights up at the mention of Fr. Joe. The 
number of lives he has impacted cannot be counted, while at the 

got all that garbage packed around and are sad. Their defenses and 
all the hurt are up around their heart.”

So how did Fr. Joe and the others he worked with reach those 
boy’s hearts? One way was through outdoor adventures, where 
boys learned their own strength, were able to try new things, and 
discovered that it was fun to run and explore. 

“From my scouting years, my troop was known for camping a 
lot and I carried that right into the boys ranch,” he says. “We did 
a lot of hiking camping, boating and biking. For years the Shrine 
Air Patrol would take the whole ranch to Priest Lake. They would 
fly us in.”

There were flying trips, boating trips and camping trips. “I 
would send the kids out to Camp Reed for the week, and I would 
tell the whole staff, okay this is your vacation week everybody. 
They would come back with all sorts of awards. The people there 
would come visiting these boys. Our kids just lapped this up.” 

One of the first things Fr. Joe did when he became a director 
was to build a gym. “Between that gym and the outside fields, we 
were outdoors, outdoors, outdoors, we did not like to sit inside,” 
he says. “My idea was send kids to bed at night pooped out and 
at peace: peace with themselves, peace with their neighbor peace 
with God and peace with nature - peace, 
peace, peace!”

For boys who couldn’t find their spot in the 
world, Fr. Joe worked to make sure they felt at 
home at Morning Star. “I had someone from 
the courts who brought a boy directly to the 
ranch rather than put him in jail,” he says. 
“That is where he needed to be. I got a call 
from an officer who told me who they were 
going to pick up a boy, and asked to come get 
him first and take him to the ranch. It was like 
sanctuary rescue.”

One rescue that Fr. Joe remembers well are 
two boys who made a lifelong impact on him. 
Their  father had been in a bad spot in life, and 
someone in town had said, ‘Go see Fr. Joe.’ 

The boys’ father showed up at Morning Star with his old station 
wagon and with two boys, aged 8 and 10. “He was a baker and 
cook, and right then I needed a cook,” says Fr. Joe. “At that time 
the diocese owned house across 44th ave and it was empty and the 
bishop had assigned me to be in charge of it. They lived in this 

same time, the lives of those at the Ranch have also greatly shaped 
and impacted the life of Fr. Joe, leaving him with a treasure trove 

of memories from which to draw, to warm his 
heart. 

“Oh heavens,” he exclaims when asked to 
recall his favorite memory at Morning Star. 
“Among the favorite memories would be our 
awards dinners. That is when we would hunt 
and fish to find something good about every 
boy, and then we’d have a banquet somewhere 
- the old Town & Country restaurant was one 
of our favorite places.” Fr. Joe remembers the 
joy of those dinners, during which they would 
award titles like Most Responsible and the 
Most Helpful and the Most Cheerful and the 
Best Leader, to the boys. “We would come up 

with all kinds of awards, and to see the look on these kids when 
they came forward to be honored, oh they were surprised!”

Those award banquets instilled hope and bolstered confidence 
in the boys. “That was our hope, that this is just another pat on 
the back to help them realize they are important, they are valued, 
they have a purpose and that they are loved and cared for,” he says. 

Knowing they are loved and cared for is something the boys at 
Morning Star have needed to know, since the beginning and still 
do to this day. While nowadays, most of the children at Morning 
Star have faced abuse and trauma, during Fr. Joe’s earliest days 
there, he describes the children as “just running roughshod over 
people. They were out of control, they didn’t like school. They 
tagged those kids as pre-delinquent.”

Overlooking the tag of “pre-delinquent”, Fr. Joe saw the 
importance of connecting with each child.  “I don’t think there is 
a harder journey of any journey, missionary or otherwise, that is 
more difficult than to reach the heart of a kid,” he says. “They’ve 

house I was responsible for. Our meals were wonderful when he 
was the cook.”  

A few months later, the man disappeared. Fr. Joe went over 
to the house and found the two boys were there alone, but their 
father had been gone for several days. “I brought them over 
to Flannery House and put them in our infirmary. Weeks and 
months went by. We got them into Adams Elementary School. 
Those two kids never caused me a minute’s worry! They were no 
problem. Good kids. Then their dad showed up one day and sat in 
my office and said he was sober and wanted his kids. I had no legal 
hold so I brought them in. He said he was going to hit the road, 
but the boys didn’t want to go. He turned to me and said, ‘Fr. Joe, 
I think I have lost the confidence of my sons.’ He left and they 
stayed there at Morning Star from then on. I still gets cards from 
them signed “Your true son.”

For all the joys Morning Star brought, Fr. Joe knows it all was 
through God’s grace. “I am telling you a lot of prayers went into 
that ranch,”he  says, “and thanksgiving too! I think thanksgiving is 
very important in our prayer life. We always had wonderful board 
members, supportive people and our auxiliary. My gosh they were 
wonderful people!”

As he reflects on what is most important to 
him about Morning Star, Fr. Joe says, “Next 
to a good stable family, Morning Star is a great 
place for children.” He knows that the love 
of a family is not always able to be provided 
to children, but as long as Morning Star 
continues its mission to care for those children 
in need, he knows it is the next best thing, and 
one he hopes to see continue. 

“That’s 65 years I have been part of that 
ranch,” says Fr. Joe, reflecting on his years with 
the organization. “I’m old - older than dirt! 
There are places in Hawaii that are not as old 
as I am. I am thankful for years there, though. 
They were full of adventure. It is a ministry or 
mission, and I know most people when they 

think of mission they think of packing a bag and going to Egypt 
or the far east or some darn place, but ministry is right here and I 
think God created all of us equal but we have our own affects and 
defects, and we are here to work with people who have struggles.”

And that is the exact work Fr. Joe has done, for 65 years. 

65 Years of Service
by Blythe Thimsen

Fr. Joe Weitensteiner’s Ministry

father joe 65 years

“Through 
love 

serve one 
another.”

- Galatians 5:13



Tips  for  improving and maintaining your  genera l  menta l  hea lth :

(509) 927-1194
MorningStarCommunityServices.org
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Our history:
In 2017, MSCS was created in response to an uptick in local 

suicide rates and school violence. Morning Star board members 
recognized a need for additional out-patient services in the 
community, and Morning Star Community Services (MSCS) 
was formed. Fast forward to 2021—  as a community, as a 
state, as a nation, and globally— we are amid a pandemic. The 
mental health community has collectively observed significant 
increases in anxiety and depression, and clients’ reported 
stressors related to uncertainty of our future, reduced social 
contacts, changes to systems (schools, workplace, commerce), 
public debates and differing opinions, medical stressors, and 
economic stressors. As an agency, we are honored to serve 
clients during these difficult times. 

 
Meet our team:

Heather Dazell, LICSW, Clinical Director— Heather 
graduated with an MSW in 2002 and has been licensed 
since 2005.  Heather is a Child Mental Health Specialist 
and a Mental Health Professional. She has worked in various 
settings, to include foster homes, agencies, schools, and private 
practice. Heather maintains a small caseload, and spends the 
rest of her time developing the MSCS team and program.  She 
has been with MSCS since November of 2020.

Debra Blaszak, LMHC, therapist— Debra is a previous 
employee of MSCS.  She moved out of state for a period of 
time, and upon her return, had heard positive feedback about 

the transformation of MSCS’ program. Debra returned to the 
team in August of 2021. As a fully licensed therapist, Debra is 
able to work with all or our contracted insurances. Although 
previously a child/youth therapist, she now prefers working 
with adult populations. 

Sadie Robinson, LMHC, therapist— Sadie joined us in 
September of 2021. She utilizes evidence-based play therapies 
to work with children regarding various presenting problems.  
Sadie is well versed in neuroscience and current intervention 
trends within the mental health field. She is currently 
accepting new clients, and is able to work under all of MSCS’ 
contracted insurances. Sadie will be pursuing registration as a 
play therapist, and certification as a Gottman-trained provider 
working specifically with couples. 

 
What we offer:

To better meet the varying needs of our community, we offer 
both in-person (following CDC and SRHD recommendations) 
and telehealth sessions. Many of our clients opt for a hybrid;  
a combination of in-person and telehealth. We are able to 
schedule intakes for new clients within one week of initial 
contact, with no current wait-lists. 

MSCS is currently seeking additional providers to join our 
team, with opportunities to expand our program. 

EXERCISE: get your body moving 
and your blood pumping;  go for a walk, 
begin an in-home program, stretch 
regularly

NUTRITION: hydrate, eat smaller 
meals more frequently, be mindful of 
sugar content, pay attention to your 
body’s cues, aid digestion with adequate 
sleep

LAUGHTER AND JOY: engage in 
feel-good activities or relationships, laugh 
with friends or at a show, be mindful of 
your mood states, find moments of joy 
during your day

SLEEP HYGIENE: know your body’s 
sleep needs, create optimal sleep 
conditions (temperature, lighting), read a 
book before falling asleep, avoid screen-

time for one hour prior to bedtime, 
journal worrying or stressful thoughts 
prior to bedtime (address these the 
following day)

STAY CONNECTED: maintain 
positive social connections, limit and 
create boundaries regarding unhealthy 
means of connection such as news and 
social media conflicts

Agriculture 
Program

Morning Star Boys’ Ranch at the Spokane Interstate Fair 

The Morning Star boys certainly 
made their mark at the 2021 
Spokane Interstate Fair after being 
absent in 2020.

 12 boys in the Residential 
program at Morning Star Boys’ Ranch 
entered a painted birdhouse, handmade 
greeting cards, vehicles made out of legos, 
and homegrown squash, carrots, peppers, 
and a sunflower at the Fair. They got to 
experience their hard work turn into ribbons 
in the competition.

We also had 6 boys show hogs, goats, and 
a lamb. These 6 boys have shown growth in 
showmanship, dedication, and being a team 
player.

Watching youth succeed and make 
treasured memories to fill their cup is what 
we strive to achieve at Morning Star. From 
showing animals to making new friends, 
our youth experienced some amazing 
opportunities.

Overview of the fair
The boys got to go on rides with their 

wristbands purchased by donation money. 
They walked around the fair, stopped at 
some stands and played games. They visited 
kangaroos, lizards, and even voted for the 
biggest pumpkin. They had corndogs, pizza, 
and played fair games. Some boys also had a 
funnel cake to celebrate all their hard work 
leading up to the fair. On the last day there 
was even a costume contest and obstacle 
course for the goats that the boys participated 
in with their goats! The boys demonstrated 
responsibility and dedication through the 
4-H pillars. 

Spokane Interstate 
Fair 2021 Awards

Boys got all blue ribbons
One boy earned a reserve grand 

champion call back to the finals 
for junior age group fitting and 
showing for hog!

Another also earned a reserve 
grand champion call back to the 
finals for market hog!
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Trooper is a Paint Palomino Gelding. He has one blue eye, 
one brown eye, and one huge heart. Everyone at the Ranch loves 
Trooper who is full of character and is a big gentle giant. Trooper 
has taken the boys to summer horse camps, horse shows, and even 
the fair. Trooper was raised on a family cattle ranch in Washington 
where he helped other kids learn how to ride. Now he gets love, lots 
of attention and is a friend to the boys.

Grandma is a 
Quarter Horse Mare 
who used to barrel 
race in her past. The 
boys are always so 
impressed when they 
watch her run in the 
pasture because she is 
so athletic. Grandma 
is very patient and 
loves helping the boys 
learn how to ride.

Classy is a Quarter Horse Mare. She was a show horse in her 
day and now loves being pampered and going for slow walks around 
the ranch. Classy is a tall and stout horse which makes her perfect 
for our older boys whose legs are a little longer.

Val is a Fell Pony, 
which is a rare breed. 
Val is gentle and strong 
and Queen Elizabeth 
even owns Fell Ponies. 
Because Val is shorter, 
she is perfect for the boys 
to hug and kiss her soft 
nose. Val loves to trot, 
and of course the boys 
like that because they 
always want to go “fast”. 
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Meet the Horses of 
Morning Star Boys Ranch 

Walking to the barn, where my favorite horse 
named Trooper is waiting for me. The smell of hay 

is in the morning air and birds are chirping in the trees. Staff 
helps me place saddle on Trooper, and helmet on my head. Off 
we go for a ride around the property. Trooper’s hooves make 

a clunking sound on the pavement. Off in the distance you can 
hear the coyotes making a laughing sound, Trooper 

is not afraid and I feel safe with Trooper.

Foster Care/
Adoption Home 
Studies

 
Our foster care program 
is looking for new homes!  
Foster Care is an important 
opportunity to provide 
youth a safe and stable home 

environment. Many children in Behavioral Residential 
Services group care benefit from having homes to step 
into to that allow for the continued support provided by 
Morning Star while in that home. Becoming a foster parent 
with Morning Star means you will have a team behind you 
to support you and your child. This can include respite, 
case management in the home, skill teaching and support, 
and someone to reach out to for troubleshooting. If you are 
interested in becoming a foster parent or know someone who 
would be interested, we are here to walk you through the 
process.  Give us a call at 509-448-1202.

in-home WRAP around care
 

Morning Star WRAP and After Care Services are 
an in-home and community-based program that 
provides WRAP around services to the families 
enrolled in the program. Wraparound puts the child 
or youth and family at the center and supports 
them with a team of professionals and natural 
supports, to help identify needs, services and goals 

for success. We want to help your family create a roadmap to success. Some of 
our WRAP individuals have been part of some incredible adventures over the last 
couple months, while some are looking forward to amazing family milestones.  
Working with the WRAP team, one youth attended two horse camps in late 
summer where they showed leadership skills and continued to develop their 
riding skills. We had another individual who got to experience visiting Disneyland 
with a group of peers to celebrate all they have accomplished!  One family who 
has been receiving WRAP has met every goal and milestone that they’ve set 
for themselves and they are now working toward graduating from the WRAP 
program!  Wraparound support allows families and youth to identify their own 
goals, receive the support needed to increase their own natural support systems 
and work together collaboratively as families.  

Case Aide
 

Morning Star Case Aide program is an 
in-home based service to help support 
individuals and their families. Case Aide 
provides support with everyday life skills, 
Activities of Daily living, and goal setting. 
While working with a family enrolled in 
Morning Star Case Aide, we have helped 

a child develop and practice age-appropriate social skills to be able to 
transition them back into their daycare setting. The child had been 
suspended from his current childcare placement, but with the support of 
Case Aide, they have now been enrolled in the day care full time. Another 
youth has been working with their Case Aide on developing and 
implementing morning and afternoon school routines to set their days and 
evenings up for success, while another youth is on the path to building 
some important daily life skills such as prepping and cooking a nutritious 
meal for themselves. These skills and support help youth in the Case Aide 
program to maintain their placements and continue progress in their 
development.

Residential
 

The boys in residential 
ended the summer with 
swim lessons and the fair. 
They were excited for the 
new school year and their 
new classes. Our boys 
have many things to look 

forward to in the upcoming months, like an on-site Spirit 
Week, planning their Christmas lists, and enjoying as 
much outside time as they can before the snow begins to 
fall. The boys are flourishing with agricultural activities 
enjoying the fruits of their labors with the animals and 
learning valuable lessons in emotional regulation. This 
school year has brought some successes for the boys with 
school. They are bringing home certificates and awards 
regularly which they get to showcase at the Ranch. The 
boys are looking forward to snow, sledding and holiday 
activities. It is their favorite time of the year.

our programs Community Impact

— written by one of the boys at Morning Star



 Socks - sizes youth and adult
 Kid friendly board and card games
 Twin size sheets
 Standard size   
pillowcases
 Youth size hats
 Youth size gloves
 Youth shoes

- (3) at 7k
- (2) at 3k
- (1) at 2k
- (1) at 2.5k
- (1) at 4k
- (1) at 4.5k
- (1) at 5k
- (1) at 5.5k
- (1) at 13.5 k

 snow pants    
(youth small, medium,   
large, adult medium)
 Small stuffed animals
 Small Lego kits

Please contact 
gflores@msbranch.org 
for more information.

winter
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Witherspoon Brajcich McPhee
Monroe Correctional Complex
Elizabeth Pool 
Beyersdorf Mulloy Fund
Bison Tire
Carl & Gladys Carbon Fund 
North 40 Outfitters
Buder Memorial Fund
Vino! A WineShop
Embrace WA
Yost Gallagher Construction
Catholic Charities of Eastern WA
WA Trust Bank
HUB International
Apex Tile
Numerica Credit Union
El Corazon Winery
Muv Fitness
Southside Christian School
SRM Development
Women Helping Women
Kalispel Tribal of Indians
RS Smith Trust
Braune Family Foundation
Country Store
WM Winkler Co.
Noise Control of Washington Inc.
Believe In Me
Eamigh and Ludwig Family Fund 
Haney Family Fund 
Hold On Now

WINTER 202112

I loved playing with my friends outside and 
going on hikes with them.
 

I think mine was playing D&D with staff and 
my new friends when I got here and showing 
my staff my Pokémon cards I made.
 

Riding bikes is the best thing ever.
 

Getting to ride bikes and Scooter is my 
favorite thing I have done since I got here.

My favorite thing that happened was 
Swimming Lessons because I didn’t really 
know how to swim before and now I do. 

Swim Lessons were my favorite.
 
I learned how to be a better swimmer and 
now I am the best.

Going off ranch and getting to spend my 
allowance on toys at Target.
 

Playing outside with my friends is my 
favorite.
 

Playing football with the staff and my friends 
outside.
 

My favorite memory was Christmas and 
getting a huge box of presents from Santa 
and opening them with all my friends 
together.

We asked the 
boys what their 
favorite memories 
were from the 
year... here is 
what they said:

corporate sponsors
m o r n i n g  s ta r  b oy s ’  r a n c h  t h a n k s  o u r

thank you!



Find and circle the words HOPE, LIGHT, and LOVE 
and either tag us in your social media story showing 
these circled words, or send a photo of these 
circled words to msbr@msbranch.org to win a 
Cozy hot cocoa kit with mug set designed with 
artwork drawn by the amazing boys at Morning 
Star Boys' Ranch!

GIVE
AWAY!

tag 
us!

@morningstarboysranch

WORDsearch

MORNINGSTAR
COMMUNITY
GENEROUS

GOATS
CARE
HOPE

VEGETABLES
LAUGHING
GUIDANCE

SMILES
LIGHT
PLAY

MURPHYHOUSE
EMPOWERED

COURAGEOUS
CHILDREN
GROWTH
HORSES

LOVE

Robert and Nancy Adams
Heidi Wilson
Kathryn and Kevin Hennessey
Cally Duncan
Rebecca Moffitt
Susan Hamer
Mary Roach
Mary Ellen Byrnes
Gary Fiscus
Michael and Taunya Van Pevenage
LuAnn and Mark Bray
Dennis and Nola Koesel
Donald and Suzie Patterson
Mary Lou Goolie
Rita and Ken Wirtz
Laurel and Lloyd Reilly
James and Vonna-Jean Argites
Elizabeth Pool Trust
Chris and Elisabeth Smith
Beyersdorf Mulloy Fund 
Judith and Kevin Heid
Katherine Mohr
Patrick Staeheli
Patrick Kenney
Suzie and Don Patterson
Sandy LeCount
Steve and Roxie Palmer
Joan DeGroot
Delpha Camp
John and Beverly Johnson
Mary Pat
Margaret Herzog
John and Donna Leaming
Andrew Caster
Rosemary Ann Simpson
Patrick Whipple
Joe Guerrinha
Ruthanne  and John Skov
Kenneth Spilker and Pat  

McDonald-Spilker
Linda and Jerry Dougherty
Catherine Babcock
Carroll Krupke
Kathy and AR Lorentz
Angela Gustafson
Sharon Colley
Buder Memorial 
Charlotte Worthy
Heidi Lasher
Richard Schroeder
Butch Reilly
Mary Murphy
Michael and Alison Delay
Dave Gumaer
Theresa and John Faerber
Mike and Chantal Kennedy

Anita Morphy
Stefan and Marvalee Andersson
Mark VanDoren
Alice Sidlow
Christine and Roy Moffit
Vincent and Barbara Trapp
Greg and Linda Devlin
Yvonne Morin
Yvonne Smith
Julie Hull
Donna Talley
Beverly Moser
David and Patty Briggs
Richard and Martha Hagmann
Clay and Kim Nelson
Donald and Haideh Lightfoot
Cindi and Dave Cote
Sharry Parker
Zella Johnson
Scott and Keryn Millsap
Kara Furukawa
Tavi and Dave Lohman
Terry and R. Terry Neal
Tim and Kalee Horlacher
Fr Joseph Weitensteiner
Ken and Marie Kapstafer
Karen and Mike Dawe
Gregg and Jill Larson
Jeff and Jennifer Gallagher
Dean and Jodi McKenzie
Scott and Sally Cramer
Travis and Sarah Long
Lisa and Rod Price
Robin Anderson
Derek Goulette
Lynn Ciani
Don McKinney and Kim Morin
Helen Elam
Betty and Dave Patch
Dmitriy and Mariya Gurskiy
Rob and Rheannon Burgoyne
Ryan and Lindsey Pugh
Manny Hochheimer and Vange 

Ocasio-Hochheimer
Suzanne Schmidt
Betty Lee and William Cramer
James and Mary Sullivan
Marshall Ruehl
Janine Pauletto
Theophilus Dolle
Mark and Georgina Rotchford
Mark and Charlotte Bosold
Terri and Ron Caferro
Keith and Lillian McNally
Carolyn Ayers
Mary Richter

Steve and Sarah Bright
Mike Girtz
Jeanne Ager
Jason and Katina House
Emily Gewock
Shawn and April Wash
Shirley and Larry Carroll
Jenna Schultz
Mary Morgan
Andrew and Heather Barr
Robert and Denise Greco
Charlie and Sharon Cox
Donald Orlando
Stacy and Sara Schumacher
Patsy Fall
Staci Clary and The Honorable 

Judge Ray Clary
Mark and LuAnn Bray
Audrea and Justin Marshall
Micaela Cathey
Jayne Symmes
Kim Morin and Donald McKinney
Trudy and Richard Raymond
Ron Poplawski Jr.
Robin Betz
Jody and Mike Walker
Dr. Ellen Dal Pra
Rev Msgr John Steiner
Linda Harrison
Donald Schafer
Frankie Waller
Barb Nollmeyer
David and Deanna Anderson
Jean Ogsbury
Bruce and Maxine Stannard
Paul Hanna
Patricia Shackleton
Gail Heck-Sweeney and Mike 

Sweeney
Leslie Larson
Liz Hamer
Zach and Heather Zorrozua
Mable Meeks
Laurelyn and Rocky Rothrock
Anita Walsh
Kimberly Schauer
Peter Ayers
Patricia Garvin
Ryan Durgan
RS Smith Revocable Trust
Charles Crowley
Rev William Skylstad
Karen Kinzer
Joshua and Katherine Grant
Edith Milanovich
Karen Schlosser
Marjorie McFaul
Jeanne Robertson
Philip Brennan
Claytton and Linda Dunn
Thomas and Ann Osten

Greg and Sherry Partch
Peggy and Jerry Sullivan
Paul and Lavonda Ircink
Albert Grasher
David and Dorren Forest
John and Signe Nall
Clyde De Rego
Jeff and Traci Hanegan
William and Betty Hennessey
William Pancake
Coby Patterson
Kevin and Judith Heid
Joann Gossett
Braune Family Foundation
Gary Gale
Lynda Schuerman
Michael Anderson
Catherine Lyon
Stephanie and Justin Hallam
Catherine and Fred Lauritsen
Kathy Bafaro
Carol Puetz
Joyce and Robert Waite
Joanne Halvorson
De Loa Cline
Joe and Janet Whipple
Roy Johnson
Thomas Swanson
Marguerite Daltoso
Loyola Doran
Paul Tiesse
Dorothea Moore
Patrick Durgan
Stacey and Scott Turk
Larry and Kathie Mersereau
Chuck and Judy Murphy
Todd Keagle
Paul and Catherine Stadtmueller
Jolene and David Uddman
Eamigh and Ludwig Family Fund
Haney Family Fund
Ray Kresek
Archie McGregor
Dan and Marilyn Kuhlmann
Dennis and Patricia Carlson
Katy O'Connor
Leslie Ball
Jay McLaughlin
Robert and Maureen O'Brien
Thomas Gray
Mary Dolliver
Marilyn Schroeder
Tom and Raelene Albinson
Joseph Thomas
Patricia Siebert
Veronica Murphy-Malhotra
Imelda Patterson
Craig and Leslie Summers
Nick and Karen Warrick
Paul and Ruth McPherson
Mike and Muffy Murphy Fund        

at Innovia Foundation

to our 2021 donors
Thank You 
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Tim Horlacher, President
Linda Devlin, Secretary
Scott Cramer, Vice President
Clay Nelson, VP Elect

Paul McPherson
Mary Richter
Rachel Tibbits
Dr. Ellen Dal Pra, VP Elect

Our efforts are made possible through your generous financial support. With your 
help, we can continue to provide healing to children in our community. MSBR 
is a recognized as a public charity under Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)
(3) status. Donations to Morning Star Boys’ Ranch are deductible. Donors should 
consult their tax advisor for questions regarding deductibility. The MSBR EIN is 
91-0664709. A copy of the MSBR determination letter is available upon request. 

Board of Directors at Morning Star Boys’ Ranch

leadership team at Morning Star Boys’ Ranch

Audrea Marshall, MOL | Executive Director

Micaela Cathey, LCSW | Chief Operations Officer

Ron Poplawski, MBA | Chief Financial Officer

Geo Flores, MA | Residential Director

Amelia Simek | Executive Assistant

Heather Dazell, MSW, LISCW | MSCS Clinical Director

a Child Needs You

Right 
Now

Contact us today to 
learn how you can 
make a difference. 

(509) 710-1957 
msbr@msbranch.org

Sadly, across our community 
there are hundreds of 

children who are abused, 
neglected, and abandoned 

through no fault of their own.
It doesn’t have to be this 

way -- Morning Star Foster 
Care Services trains, licenses 
and supports compassionate 

individuals and families 
who are willing to make a 
difference in the lives of 

these children by becoming 
a foster parent.


